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ARCHBISHOP NEWCOME’S ILLUSTRATION OF | 
CHRIST’S CELEBRATED PROPHECY 
RECORDED IN MAT. XXIV. 





(Continued from page 13.) 


We must now resume the history, in order to explain | 
the rest of our Lord’s prophecy. 

No sooner had the Jews a short interval of quiet from 
their besiegers, than discord among themselves was re- 
newed. As the passover approached, Eleazar and his 
party admitted worshippers into the temple ; of which | 
Johu possessed himself by the stratagem of sendivug ma- | 
ny with arms concealed under their dress of peace. 
This caused much tumult, and the sacrifice of many to 
private resentment. A truce was made with Eleaz 
ar’s faction, which was thus abolished ; and the tur- 
bulent Jews ranged themselves under two leaders 
only, John and Simon. ‘The wretched people were 
the prize of the contending parties ; and those who did 
not co-operate with them in their injustice were plun- 
dered by both. The mid space of the city between 
their districts was burnt, and became the scene of 
their hostilities; they annoyed each other in all re- 
spects agreeably to the wish of the besiegers ; so that 
the Jews suffered nothing worse from the Romans than 
what they inflicted on themselves. But the strenuous 
attacks of the enemy again united the contending par- 
ties within the walls; who vigorously defended them- 
selves, though the Romans, by their conduct, cour- 
age, and military engines of admirable construction, 
possessed themselves of the first and second of the | 


tripple walls which encompassed the city. 

It is sol so much my object to enumerate the partic- 
ulars of the siege, as to shew the distresses of it. A- 
bout the twentieth day after the city was invested, 
It had for 
some time oppressed the sound and peaceful part of the 
citizens ; and many of these had already perished for 
want of necessaries. 


famine began to steal onthe Jewish army. 


Soon after, the famine and the 
madness ofthe seditious increased together. Provis- 
ions were every were concealed , if they were found 
in houses, the inhabitants were punished for denying 
them ; if they were not found, they were tortured for 
concealing them. The whole substance of the rich 
was sold for a measure of wheat ; of the poor, for one 
ofbarley; and hunger pressed so severely, that "the 
grain was eaten by many unprepared. Women forc- 
ed food from their husbands, children from their fatb- 
ers, and even mothers from their infants ; they snatched 
it out oftheir very mouths ; and while the suckling 
children wire wasting away in their arms, they scrup- 
led not to take from them their drops whicb supported 
their lives. So justly did our Lord pronounce a woe 
on them that gave suck in those days. If a house was 
shut, it was interpreted asa mark that food was de- 
posited there. The doors were immediately burst 
open ; no pity was shewn to the aged or the infant; 
food was almost expressed from the throats of the eat- 
ers; and the most horrid tortures were inflicted for 
the discovery of one loaf or one handful of meal. If 
m the night any one gathered, without the walls, a 
few wild herbs at the hazard of his life, when he 
thought that he had escaped his enemies he was met 
by some from the city. who extorted from him his 
wrethed subsistance, give him no part though invok- 
ed by the dreadful name of Jehovah, but seemed to 


' tives, 





stant a favour by dismissing him with his life. 


The Jews who were forcibly seized by the Romans 
without the walls, and who made the utmost resistance 
for fear of punishment, were scourged and crucified 
near the city. Famine made them so daring in these 
excursions, that five hundred, and sometimes more, 


‘suffered this dreadful death every day; and, on ac- 


count of the number, Josephus observes that space 
was wanted for the crosses, and crosses for the cap- 
And yet, contrary to Titus’s intention, the se- 
ditious Jews were not disposed toa surrender by these- 
horrid spectacles. They represented the sufferers as 
supplicants, and not as men taken after resistance ; 
and thus checked desertion, till the truth was known. 
And yet some fell off to the besiegers, though they 
deemed capital punishment inevitable ; and consider- 


ed death by the hands of their enemies as a desirable 


refuge, when compared with the complicated dis- 
tresses which they endured. And though Titus mutil- 
ated many, and sent them to.assure the people that 
voluntary deserters were well treated by him, and 
earnestly to reccommend a surrender of the city ; the 
Jews reviled Titus and his Father from the walls, de- 
fied his menaces, and continued todefend the city by 


every method which stratagem, courage and despair 
could suggest. , 


Thus they fulfilled another of our Lord’s prophe- 
cies ; that the enemies of Jerusalem should casi a french 
about her, and compass her round, and keep her in on 
erery side. For Titus, discouraged and exasperated 
by the repeated destruction of his engines and towers, 
undertook the arduous task of enclosing the city with 
a wall, notwithstanding its extent, and the difficulty of 
the ground: and such was the persevering spirit of the 
soldiers that in three days they shut up the city by a 
circumvallation of near five miles in circuit. 

Upon this the famine extended itself, and devoured 
whole families. The tops of the houses, and the re- 
cesses of the city, were filled with the carcasses of 
women, children and aged men. ‘The young men ap- 
peared like spectres in the places of public resort, and 
fell where death seized them. The dead were too 
numerous to be interred; and many expired in the 
performance of this office. The public calamity was 
too great for lamentation. Silence, and, as it were, 
a black and dead night overspread the city. But ev- 
en such a scene could not awe the robbers: they spoil- 
ed the tombs, and stripped the dead of their grave 
clothes, with an unfeeling and wild laughter. They 
tried the edges of their swords on the carcasses, and 
made the experiment on some who were still breath- 
ing : but the wretches who supplicated death at their 
hands they proudly left to the rage of famine. So 
great was the number of dead bodies thrown over the 
walls, that Titus raised his hands to heaven, and call- 
ed God to witness that this extreme misery was their 
own deed and not bis. 

At this time Simon charged Matthias with being a 
favorer of the Romans, condemned him to death with | 
his three sons, and, when he requested to be killed be- 
fore the execution of his children, as a benefit for op- 
ening the city to him, commanded the most cruel of 
his guards to despatch the father in the last place, and 
that in the sight of the Romans; insultingly asking 
him, whether those, to whom he thought of deserting. 
could afford him assistance. 

This savageness led Judas, one of Simon’s comman- 
ders, and ten others, to meditate a design of betraying 
one of the towers to the Romans. But Simon discov- 


the authors of it in sight of the Romans, and cast their 
mangled bodies over the battlements. 

Nor did even desertions to the Romans, notwith- 
standing Titus’s clemency prove the means of preser\ = 
ing the Jews. Satiety after hunger caused the de- 
struction of great numbers ; and it was discovered that 
many had swallowed gold to conceal it from their own 
plunderers, the Arabs and Syrians ripped op the ce- 
serters, and, deaf to their supplications destroyed v ith 
the most aggravated cruelty no less than two tl ou- 
sand in one night. ‘Though Titus strove by every 
ineans to restrain this butal avarice, it was still pri- 
vately indulged ; for God, says the historian, condemn- 
ed the whole people, and turued-every seeming way 
of safety to their destruction. 

Manneus, a Jewish commander who had gone over 
to the Romans, informed Titus that from the fourteenth 
day of the sixth Macedonian month Xanticus to the 
new moon of the ninth month Panemus, a hundred and 
ten thousand five hundred and eighty dead bodies had 
been carried out of the gate over which he presided ; 
and that he snew the number thus precisely, because 
he was appointed to pay a public reward for this mode 
of clearing the city from the dead. And after this 
many noble deserters affirmed that the bodies of the 
poor thrown out of the gates amounted to six hundred 
thousand, besides a number not to be ascertained.— 
For when the Jews were no longer able to carry out 
the poor, they heaped together the carcasses in the 
largest houses. They added that a measure of wheat 
sold for a talent; and that, when herbs could be no 
longer gathered after the circumvallation of the city, 
they searched the sewers, and the old dung of oxen; 
and what was before intolerable to their sight became 
their food. The very report of this raised pity among 
the Romans; but the sight of it changed not the pur- 
pose of the seditious Jews. 

The multitude of the dead was a horrid spectacle, 
and cast forth a pestilential smell. Yet the soldiers 
marched against the Romans over heaps of their own 
dead without horror or commiseration ; and appeared 
to reproach the Deity, in the opinion of the Je wish his- 
torian, for his slowness in punishing them. 

And now the Romans advanced their last engines 
against the walls; after having converted into a desert, 
for wood to construct them, a country well planted, 
and interspersed with gardens, for more than eleven 
miles round the city. These machines the dispirited 
and exhausted forces of the besieged endeavored to 
burn with abated efforts, unworthy of their pational 
valor; and the besiegers defended them with a vigor 
and bravery superior to their usual exertions, From 
the force of the battering rams a part of the wall was 
demolished, where John had formerly undermined it 
for the sake of au unexpected attack on the Roman 
works. 

However, an inner wall had been raised by the 
Jews; but the Romans scaled it in the night, and pog- 
sessed themselves of Antonia, after a sharp contest for 
possession of the temple itself. But even then neith- 
er the consequent number of deserters, the renewed 
exhortations of Joseraus, nor the protestations of Titus 
himself, could induce John to surrender. A new at- 
tack was therefore made, which lasied from three in 
the morning till tewards noon, and the victory remain- 
ed doubtful: opon which the Romans with great labor 
raised four terraces against the temple. 

At this time the Jews bravely and fiercely attacked 





ered the plot as Titus was approaching the wall, slew 





the Roman wall op Mount Olivet, and were with dif. 
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culty repulsed: and, as the war was advancing to- 
wards the temple, they themselves burnt the portico 
which joined it to Antonia: which occasioned Titus to 
remark that they began to destroy with their own 
haud that magnificent edifice which he had preserved. 


Meantime the famine increased in rage. The be- 
sieged were compelled to eat their belts, their shoes, 
the skins of their shields, and dried grass: and a small 
quantity of fibres sold for four Attic drachms. Nay, a 
Jewess, eminent for birth and opulence, harassed by 
the brutal robbers, who deprived her of subsistence 
but refused to deprive her of life, seized her son at the 
breast: Come said the frantic mother, be food to me, 
a fury to the factious, and a tale to the world which 
will crown the sufferings of my country. With these 
words she slew her infant, prepared him for food, de- 
youred half, and carefully concealed the rest. The 
hell hounds, allured by the smell of food, threatened 
her with death if she did not discover it. She produc- 
ed the remains of her son, and congealed them with 
horror at the sight. The relation of so abominable a 
fact shocked the whole city ; those whom hunger pres- | 
ed hastened to death as their proper goal; and con- 
gratulated such as died before they had heard and 
seen such great calamities. Justly therefore did our 
Lord thus address the women who lamented him as he 
went to crucifixion: “‘Daughters of Jerusalem weep 
not for me, but weep for yourselves and for your child- 
ren: for behold the days are coming in which they 
shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that 
never bare, and the breasts which never gave suck.” 


As Titus’s battering rams made no impression on the 
temple, he ordered that the gates should be burnt: 
and the fire spread itself tothe adj»ining porticos.— 
The Roman commander had determined in council not | 
to burn so great a work as the temple; considering 
such an act asaloss to the Romans, and the exist- 
ance of so proud a structure as an honor to himself. — 
**But God had long since condemned it to the fames;” 
and while the Jews were contending with the Romans 
who had been commanded to extinguish the fire of the 
outer temple, a soldier, neither receiving command 
from his leaders, nor himself struck with dread at such 
an attempt, urged as it were by a divine impulse, 
seized some of the burning materials, and, with the as- 
sistance of another soldier who raised him from the 
ground, thew it intothe golden window of the temple | 
towards the north. The flames increased; 
with a loud cry ran to extinguish them; and Titus 
himself rushed from Antonia, and ordered his soldiers 
to stop their progress. 
hear him, aud exhorted the foremost ranks to spread 
the conflagration ; 
tered ; the dead were heaped about the altar; and a 
stream Of blood flowed at its steps. Still the flames | 
nad not reached the inner paris of the temple; which 
Titus entered, and viewed with admiration. 
peated his attempts to prevent its destruction; but 
nothing could overcome the warlike impulse of the 
soldiers, their avidity for plunder, aud their hatred ef| 
the Jews. Thus was the temple consumed against 
the will of Cesar, on the aniversary of the very day 
when the Babylonians bad burnt it before. So great 
a carnage foilowed of young and old, of people and 
priests, that the slain seemed too many for the slayers, 
the ground could not be seen for the dead, and the 
soldiers followed the fugitives over heaps of carcases. 
Six thousand women, children, and a mixed multitude. 
were burnt in one portico; and not an individual! of 
these escaped. It may be observed of the factious 
Jews who survived their temple, that they suffered a 


punishment resembling what they inflicted on Matthi- | 


as, When they slew him after having slain his children 
before his face. 

The priests continued on the walls of the temple, 
but through hunger surrendered themselves to ‘Titus 


the Jews | 


The Romans pretended not to | Mag 
clarivg it. 


the Jews were repulsed and slaugh- | 





Titus answered that the time of pardon was past, and 
that it became them to perish with their sacred 


place. 
(To be Continued.) 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


AN INQUIRY. 


Mr. Colman’s Sermon, delivered at the opening of the 
indepencent Congregational Church, in Barton-Square, 
Salem, has inserted the following in a note on his ninth 
page :— 

Mr. Colman challenges his readers to find any sys- 
tem of doctrine taught in our Saviour’s sermon on the 
mount. Without stopping to show that there is no more 
difficulty in arranging this, than any other portion of 
scripture into certain propositions, which fairly ex- 
press its meaning ; we will advert to one clause of it, 
in which we think he will find a close analogy toa very 
important, and at the same time obnoxious article of the 
orthodox creed: **Enter ye in at the strait gate ; for 
wide is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat; 
because strait is the gate and narrow is the way which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.””— 
Chapt. vii. 13, 14. We would not be uncharitable— 
but would not our Saviour have more nearly expressed 


direction and said, 


destruction, and few there be which gointhereat: be 
cause wide is the gate and broad is the way which 
leadeth unto Jife, and many there be that find it.” 


This passage of our Saviour’s serinon on the mount. 





introduced as we here find it, and followed with the 
jremark and the query of the reviewer, very naturally 
|suggests some questious which belong to the orthodox 
to answer, and some which may more properly cali 
the attention of Mr. Colman, or some other unitarian. 

ist. The reviewer thinks that the passage quoted 
maintains ‘ta close analogy to a very important, and 


jat the 
} 


same time obnoxious article of the orthodox 


creed.”> We ask then, what is that obnorious article: 


Do the orthodox believe in reality, what we have so | 


joften heard stated in wild, enthusiastic discourses, 


that this portion of our Saviour’s words was designed 
to inform us that but a few of the human family will 


| finally enter into a state of life andimmortality? And 





Our orthodox brother, who has reviewed the Rev. 


the sentiments of Mr. Colman and other Unitarians, on | 
the subject of human salvation, if he had reversed this | 
‘*Enter ye in at the wide gate ; for | 
strait is the gate and narrow is the way that leadeth to) 


text, under consideration. Does this passage mean 
that any of the human family will be endlessly de- 
stroyed? ‘hey will observe that if the text prove 
that any are thus destroyed, the greatest part must be ; 
for our Saviour will not reverse the text for the ac- 
commodation of any creed. 

But here the matter must end—The Unitarian fights 
(his antagonist most heroically and prevails, until the 
| Trinitarian attacks him in a way to run him into Uni- 
}versalism, and then his weapons all fall out of his 
hands, his strength and courage are gone, and his 
Delila has him in her lap! hh. B. 








FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
THE POWER OF GOD. 


Jn my former communication on this subject, I sug- 
gested, that there are two waysin which it is common 
for divines, of a certain order, to degrade the power of 
Omnipotence into insignificance. ‘The first has been 
noticed. The second now comes to be considered, by 
which Almighty power is sunk into weakness. 

It is very frequently the case in the sermons of such 
preachers, and even in their prayers, to hear the pow- 
er of God represented to the minds in the most terrific 
form, and with corresponding tone and manner. This 
| power is described with all the qualities that are most 





| dreadful in a mortal enemy, as implacable, vindictive, 
and revengeful.—full of rage and fury, aud as restrain- 
|ing the iudulgence of these direful passious, tijl the 
power to govern them longer, fails,—when they shail 
break forth in overflowing torrents of tenfold ven- 
It is represented to 
exhausted of all forbearance, long suffering and 
| patience, wiihout the least affection of compassion or 
pity, and instead of shewing mercy, she is made to fly 

far from the destroying power of the Al- 


| 
{ 
| . 
}geance, upon the sinful world. 


(some, 


' 
for refuge, 


mighty, under the weight of whose incensed wrath, the 
wretched creatures of its creation groan iu tortures,cry- 
ing for mercy,mercy,but in yain! Poor weak affrighted 
mercy dare not appear to the suffering wretches nor 


| sufier her voice to beheard, 


lhe blackness and darkness, 
ind tempest,—the thundering and lightning of mount 
Sinai, are favorite sounds to give an air of gloom, tothe 
operation of power, in executing the awful denuncia- 


tious of vengeance, 





said to be thundered out by the di- 


| vine law against transgressors. ‘*God has power,” 


do they in fact believe that, by comparison, while but | exclaimed one such preacher,”’—To tear the soul of 
a few are finally saved. many will be doomed to ever-| Herod from his body, and thrust it down to hell.” 


lasting destruction ? 
ion, we desire its advocates to be open and bo!d in de- 
It is presumed that the instance is now 
very rare that a learned, respectable clergyman of the 
orthodox school, 
in public or private. But iftbey are sensible that this 


opinion is an essen/ial article of their creed, 


of the trinity? 


| miss if it be hinted that they are becoming flexible ; 


and that public sentiment and feeling have a very 
sevsible influence on the elasticity of their conscience. 

Other questions which seem to belong to the same 
side to answer, are these: what reason have tliey to in- 
sinuate that to reverse this text would render it more 
analagous to the Unitarian seutiment? Is it then a 
matter of contention between Trinitarians and Unita- 
riaus, that the former believe that the greatest part of 
the human family will be doomed to destruction, and 
that the latter believe that more will finally be saved 
than will be lost? We never knew this. We have 
understood that orthodoxy would be quiet with the be- 
lief that some will be forever miserable pursuant to 
God’s holy predestination, without being particular 


respecting the comparitive numbers of the saved and 
lost. 


On the other hand, the Trinitarians will do usa fa 





on the fifth day: and whev they asked their lives, 


vor, by giving us to understand how they apply tae 


' 
| strike the mind with dread and horror. 
is heard to state this opinion, either 
the preacher think 
why are ; power of the Supreme, 
|they not as zealous in maintaining it as they are that 
He re-| ‘ : pes ™ Y 
Unless some one will answer these | 
| questions, our orthodox brethren must not take it a- 


If orthodoxy embraces this opin- | [n terms of this description, is what is called the pow- 


ler of God enlarged upon, evidently with a view to 
It often has 
the desired effect, but impresses the minds of many 
with sentiments of d.sgust and abhorrence. Nodoubt 
s, that in this way, he magnifies the 
to the sinner’s mind. It may 
so appear, especially to all such sinners, who consider 
heaselves alone ordained to eternal life. 

The imaginations ofsome men, and all the ingenuity 


‘of their understandings are sometimes engaged to de- 
scribe infinite power enveloped with infinite horrors. 


Nothing can be easier of proof than that sucha 
power, so much proclaimed from the desk, is miserable 
and dastardly weakness. 

Whatever power is exercised without benevolence, 
most surely that is not the power of God. As sure as 
so certain is it, 
that where his love is not, his power is not: and what 
but weakness can that power be, which is not united 
with goodness (or which is the same thing) that is not 
of God. It is weakness, and not power. It is folly, 
and not wisdom. It is hatred, injustice, cruelty, and 
not love, justice, mercy or goodness. If the goodness 


the nature of God is love, or goodness, 


of God in all the dispensations of bis providence, is not 
manifest to our imperfect understandings, are they not 
therefore good, or is not :.od good? Are any of his 
de I nvs 


» th power, a d yet without love—far from 





us be such a thou ht. 


But nothing that | understand 


Seated 
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by nearite or reading is more evident to me, than that 
the deformed descriptions and illustrations of Almigh- 
ty power, to which I have alluded, are destitute of 
of mercy, love or goodness, and consequently of divine 
They are full of the contrary passions, & of an 
opposite temper of mind. They are from the same 
source, whence the wisdom of this world is derived,— 
all of which is foolishness, and is weakness. Men in 
their weakness and folly, think that power consists in 
doing harm, and will often perpetrate wicked deeds to 





power. 





shew that they possess power. A father, in his weak- 
ness thinks he asserts and establishes his authority, by | 
punishing @ disobedient child in anger. A tyrant} 
thinks when he oppresses and tortures, that he is 





strengthening his power over his subjects. That di- 
yines also, in weakness, think they display the power | 
of God, when they exhibit it, under the most hideous | 
and terrific forms, admits of as little doubt. It is the | 
coward that is noted for his cruelty, and not the brave | 
man. The feeble conqueror either inhumanly de-| 
stroys the conquered, or tyranize over them as slaves. 
In the common, though horrid descriptions of supreme | 
power more than all the weak and evil traits of such | 
characters are combined, and its evil effects and influ- | 
ence are made infinitely to exceed the sum of all their 
injustice and cruelty. Thus all the characteristics of 
weakness, of the most detestable kind are multiplied | 
and associated in one character, and that ascribed to) 
the power of God ; making an aggregate of weaknes- | 
ses to amount to Almighty power. Multiply cyphers 
torether till you make unity, or add nothing to nothing 
till their sum is something; then reader, you may 
have some idea, how cruelty super-added to injustice, | 
will wake out a sum of mercy, and how one weakness. 
added to another indefinitely, will amount to infinite | 
power. ‘Then will infinite power united to infinite cru- 
elty, be no longer a monstrous absurdity, but rational | 
divinity. 
Since nothing in the power of God is either implaca- | 
ble or revengeful, nothing cruel or unmerciful ; and 
since nothing that is truly bateful or detestable can be! 
the work of divine power, 
(or the soul of any other creature,) ‘*from his body, 
and thrust it down to hell,” 


“To tear Iierod’s soul,” 


is no proof of the power of 
the God of heaven, and so far from being evidence of 
its greatness and omnipotence, it is conclusive testimo 
ny of weakness. 
in the light with which the scriptures now shine, how | 
is that 


er is enslaved to 


It onght not to be necessary to add 


repugnant to the loveliness of the Almighty. 
most detestable sentiment, that pow 
the execution of the sentence of eternal destruction 
upon a part of the human family. 


stract is Loo often viewed as cperating without mercy, | 


Power in the ab 
compassion or feeling, or tenderness, and as directed by | 
nolaw. Whether such a view be just or not, it is | 
Certain, that such power is not of God, and ought not 
to be imputed to hii. 
viewed, itis only a phantom of the imagination. 
What then is power, and in what doves it consist? As | 
toa definition of divine Power, [ world only observe, | 
in respect to its nature that it is good, and therefore to 
be desired and loved. The scriptures of trath suffi- 
ciently inform us, in what it consists. Almighty power 
isthen applied to the act of creation, which implies | 
love ; they apply it to protection and preservation, 
which implies benevolence, to things visible and invisi 
ble. “The invisible things of him from the creation 
of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made even his eternal power and god- 
head.” His power is applied to salvation, ‘The Lord 
will make bare his holy arm in the eyes of all nations, 
and all the world shall see his salvation.” “Is the arm 
of the Lord shortened that it cannot save.” It is ap- 
Piued to Jesus Christ as a Saviour, “Thou hast given 
him power over all flesh,” &c. &c. It is applied to 
his word—to the gospel, “‘which is the power of God 
Unto salvation,” to knowledge, ‘This is life eternal to 
know him,” &. To life. ‘God is not a God of the 


I should rather say that thus | 





MAGAZINE. 


dead but of the living.» To the resurrection ;— 
But never is or ought this power to be applied to igno- 
rance, cruelty, or death, but to change ignorance to 
knowledge, cruelty to mercy, death to life. 

Power as of Him then,consists in sustaining and sup- 
porting life and intelligence, with all that appertains 
to enjoyment thereof, by the bestowment of whatever 
is truly desirable by imparting love, joy and peace, by 
reconciling the unreconciled, and satisfying the poor, 
the weak, and the unsatisfied, with an everlasting sat- 
isfaction. Whatever is destructive of these objects of 
power is not the power of God. Wisdom which is 
from above—Mercy that looks down from the heavens, 


'and endureth forever,—and goodness that extends to 


all, is truly powerful and almighty, the reverse of 
these is folly and weakness. 

Let us, whether preachers or hearers, love our heav- 
enly Father, and the lovely image of his Almighty 
power will be enstamped upon our hearts, and its gra- 
ciousness dwell upon our tongues. ERASMUs. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


REMARKS ON HEB. IV. 1. 

“Let us therefore fear, lest a promice being left us of 
entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come 
short of it.” 

On these words we notice—1. That a promise is left 
us of entering into his rest. The term rest, likewise 
appears to be used to represent that state of blessed- 
ness which awaits men hereafter, and by accommoda- 
tion that peace of mind, which is the effect of anticipa- 
tion and firm belief in this life. ‘The same language 
being used in relation to both these terms, induces us 
to believe them to be synonymous. Christ says, **He 
that heareth my word and believeth on bim that sent 
me, bath everlasting life and shal] not come into con- 
demnation, but is passed from death unto life.” St. 
Paul says, *‘We who have believed do enter into rest.” 
Life or rest then, appears te be that state of happiness 


men enjoy here by belief or faith, but more largely | 


considered, it is that bliss and joy which is in reserva- 
tion beyond the grave. See 2 Cor. v. 1. 1Thes. iv. 
13—icS. 2 ‘Tim. i. 9,10. These passages evidently 
speak of iife or a rest to be enjoyed after death. And 
for the exient of this promise, see Rom. v. 15, 21. 1 
Cor. xv. ch. generally, but more particularly verses 


22. 42,58. Also Acts tii. S9, compared with Isaiah 
alv. 22, avd many others point being establish- 
ed, that a promise is leit us, and of all men entering 


into rest, we notice— 


2. ‘That some seem to come short of it in this life. 
One bas all the energics of bis soul congealed at the 
chilling prospect of annibilation. 
be an eterual «xtivction of being, aad knowing that 
both his friends avd himself must die, he cannot rest. 
In the midst of enjoyment, this cheerless idea will 
haunt him, and make the cup of happiness insipid— 
Another is disheartened at 


Believing death to 


He enters not into rest. 
the uncertain prospect of life or rest as the reward of 
his imperfect services. If we number his transgres- 
sions, with the spirit of the publican, how can he have 
that assurance of faith, which shall enabled him to 
enter into rest? Another is rendered hopeless and 
driven to despair by the idea of a partial God, who 
dispenses his favors ‘‘without any foresight of faith or 
good works ;”’ sentencing some to eterval torment for 
the gratification of others. He can have no certain 
assurance that he is one of the elect—for who has 
made him to differ from others? A kind of hopeful un- 
certainty is the nearest approach that any of these can 
consistently make to rest. But there is yet a fourth 
class of men who seem to come short of rest. One of 
this description is almost persuaded to be a christian, 
still, through weakness of intellect, or inattention to 
the subject, he is not able “to give a reason for the 


hope that is in him.” He passes through life, in a) 


id 
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state of uncertainty, sometimes hoping, sometimes fear- 
ing, and is at length laid on the bed of death. Ifit so 
chanced that he have, for a spiritual comforter, one 
who takes delight in tormenting the sinking spirit, one 
who will take advantage of the ravages of disease ora 
mind naturally weak and imbecile,—and embitter the 
last moments of expiring nature with fears of the fa- 
ture,—it is more than probable that he will make ship- 
reck of the little faith he has, and lose hold of that 
hope which should be the anchor of his soul. When 
such an instance occurs, it is considered by many as 
full proof that such shall never enter into rest. The 
wonderful news is sounded in triumph from the river 
to the ends of the earth; the daughters of the uncircum- 
cised rejoice-& the friends of pure benevolence weep 
at the weakness of the dead man,and the folly and stu- 
pidity of the living: they pray God to increase light 
and knowledge on the earth, and to induce men to 
comfort and console, rather than torment the dying, 
and to pour the oil of joy, rather than the gall of bit- 
terness into their hearts. We proceed to notice, 

3. That although some men seem to come short of 
rest in this life, this by no means proves that they will 
neverenterin. Because, as we have already attempt- 
ed to prove, a promise is left to all men of entering into 
rest. This being the fact, ‘*What if some did not be- 
lieve? Shall their unbelief make the faith of God of 
none effect? God forbid?” ‘God is not a man that 
he should lie, neither the son of man, that he should 
repent, Hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath. 
he spoken and shall he not make it good?” 

In close, we notice one objection. It may be said 
that if St. Paul had not apprehended danger of coming 
short of rest, and that to all eternity, he would not 
have used the words of the text. But you will ob- 
serve, he does not intimate that any will finally come 
short of rest, but only that some may seem to come 
short of it. This alludes more particularly to those 
who go hence without giving evidence of having en- 
tered into rest through belief. In the eyes of those 
who doubt the faithfulness of God, these seem to come 
short of rest. Still if the word of God be true, when 
their blinded minds shall have been taught of God, 
and shal] have come to the knowledge of the truth, 
they may then enter intorest. Blessed be God for the 
assurance he has given us, that after we shall have 
accowplished the pilgrimage of life, and trod its hard’ 
and rugged paths, a rest awaits us in realms of light, 
and everlasting felicity. Lveivs, 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, — 
WISDOM......No. II. 


“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God.” 
James i. 5. 


It is presumed that all who are favored with any 
considerable decree of divine wisdom, do, by the as- 
sistance of what they have attained, very sensibly 
feel the want of more. To know that we lack wis- 
dom, therefore, implies that we have some understand- 
ing. 

3ut how shall we ask wisdom of God? Shall we 
attempt it in the fashionable way, and appoint a pray- 
er meeting, where a goodly number of religious seek- 
ers may spend more than halfa vight in most solemn 
and fervent prayer to God, that he may bestow on us 
the heavenly gift? And shall we, in order to make 
sure of our request attend these meetings often? By 
such means thousands become wise; but they are 
wise exactly as Solomon advises us not to be; 
that is, they are wise in their own eyes. And how 
should we suppose that wisdom could be obtained by 
such prayers? If we allow reason to reflect on this 
subject, it will at once suggest, that time spent in this 
way is but evidence of our want of understanding.— 
Suppose a number of children, who desire to obtain the 
knowledge of a sciv.ce, should appoiat a prayer meet- 
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ing, and assemble at the time appointed, and then 
proceed, taking turns, one after another, in prayer to 
God for the knowledge of the science they want; and 
in this way spend night after night; hew much may 
we reasonably suppose they would learn in this way? 
And how would these children appear in their preten- 
sions to knowledge, which they should thus obtain? 
or, to change the case, suppose these children should 
be sent to school to obtain learning of an experienced 
master, and should all get round him, on their knees, 
and beseech him, most earnestly, to grant them the 
learning they need; and suppose they should spend 
whole days in such exercises, how much would they 
learn? They would know as much after all these ex- 
ertions as they did before, and no more. And if they 


‘should deceive themselves, and vainly think they were 


learned, they would exactly represent thousands of 
religious people, who obtain their knowledge of divine 
things just as the foregoing supposes these children got 
their science! Perhaps the question will be asked, 
how we must ask wisdom of God? This question is 
admitted te be a very rational one, and, after what has 
been offered, a very pertinent one ; and that a correct 
answer may be at once obtained and sanctioned we 
will receive it from an acknowledged standard. “Go 
to the ant thou sluggard! consider her ways and be 
wise.”” Will the objector complain that our text di- 
rects to ask of God, but that this answer turns away 
the mind from bim to an insignificant insect? But let 
it be considered that this little insect is the workman- 
ship of God, and that in it is manifested that true wis- 
dom which the sluggard so much lacks. Every one 
will see at once the folly of the scholars, who should, 
in place of attending to the examples and lessons furn- 
ished by a wise preceptor, run to him and cry aloud in 
supplication for that knowledge which they ought to 
learn by attending to their appointed duty. The an- 
ewer already given from the Proverbs of Solomon, is 
well supported by the following from Job : See chapt. 
xii. verses 7,8. ‘But ask vow the beasts, and they 
shall teach thee; and the fowls of the air, and they 
shall tell thee: or speak to the earth, and it shall 
teach thee; and the fishes of the sea shall declare 
unto thee.” 

The pride of the foolish leads them to look far too 
high and too distant for divine instruction. The dis- 
ciples of Jesus never inquired of their master respect 
ing a subject in which they felt more deeply interested 
than they did in the one embraced in the following 
question: ‘‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?’ But what must have been their disap- 
pointment and mortification at the following example! 
‘‘And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him 
in the midst of them, and said, verily I say unto you, 
except ye be converted and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Who- 
soever, therefore, shall humble himself as this little 
child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
And whoso shall receive one such little child in my 
name receiveth me.”’ 

When the divine teacher would furnish suitabie evi- 
dence of that kind and faithful protection, which his 
heavenly Father would grant to those who should pro- 
wulgate his gospel in the world, he referred them to 
the sensible objects which lay before their eyes. And 
who can but admire the charming simplicity which 
characterizes the following lesson: ‘‘Therefore I say 
unto you, take no thought for your life, what ye shall 
eat, or what ye shall drink ; nor yet for your body, 
what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, 
and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of the 
air ; for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather 
into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. 
Are ye not much better than they? Which of you, by 
taking thought, can add one cubit unto his stature ?— 
Aud why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the 
lilies of the field how they grow ; they toil not, neither 
do they spin: and yet I say unto you, that even Solo- 


mon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like one of these. 
Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, 
which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, 
shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little 
faith !” 

In setting forth the difference between erroneous 
doctrine and the true, Jesus made use of the most su- 
blime simplicity, presenting the wisdom and goodness 
of God in the noble and glorious works of his divine 
Providence. ‘*Ye have heard that it hath been said, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. 
But I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which despitefully use you, and persecute 
you; that ye may be the children of your father which 
is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on 
the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what 
reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same ? 
And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more 
than others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your father which is in beav- 
en is perfect.”°— Mat. v. 43—48, 

If duly regarded, the foregoing will serve as profita- 
table hints to remind us of the proper method of asking 
wisdom of God. We shall find the invaluable treas- 
ure by carefully examining the works and providence 
of our beneficent Creator ; and, by happy experience, 
learn the truth of the following testimony: ‘*Happy is 
the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 
understanding. For the merchandise of it is better 
than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof 
than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies: and 
all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared 
untoher. Length of days isin her right hand ; and in 
her left hand richesand honor. Her ways are ways of 
pleasantuess, and all her paths are peace. She is a 
tree of life to them that Jay hold upon her: and happy 
is every Ove that retaineth her.”--Proy. iii. 13—18. 


H. B. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


EXTRACT From Dr. Jonarnan MAyuew’s DEDI- 
CATION, PREFIXED To A VoLUME er AIS SER- 
mons, 1755. 


“The doctrinal sentiments ruuning through them, 
[the Sermons] are such as I have heen led into, and 
confirmed in, by a careful inquiry after truth, especial- 
ly in the Holy Scriptures, without a zealous attach- 
ment to, or prejudice against, the opinions of others. 
However, | pretend not to be exempted from mistakes. 
There may possilly be errors in these Discourses: if 
there aie, 1 am very sorry; and as heartily desirous 
that those who read, may discover and avoid them. 
And if some person that is wiser than myself, would 
point them out to me, he would make me his debtor ; 
especially if he should do it in the spirit of charity and 
meekness. 

“If there are any considerable or dangerous errors in 
these Disceurses, | may venture to say they are not 
disguised by any kiod of artifice: they do not just 
keep through the mask of studied, equivocal and am- 
biguous phrases; nor skulk in the dark, as it were 
from a consciousness of what they are, and a fear of 
being detected: they appear in open day-light, 
with all the naked boldness of truth and innocence. 
For | have conceived that the end of speaking, espec- 
ially of preaching, was to express, not to disguise, a 
man’s real sentiments; though | know that I, herein, 
differ from many of my own order! This will bea 
great ease and advantage to any person, who shall 
bring a charge of heresy against me, and undertake to 
convict me of it, whether privately or publicly. But 
you are sensible, my Brethren, that there is some dif- 
ference between railing and reasoning ; and conse- 





iqueatly, between a mau’s being scolded at, and refut- 





ed. I wish some other people knew this also! But } 
must now declare, once for all, that I will not be even 
religiously scolded, nor pitied, nor wept, and lamented, 
out of any principles which | believe upon the author- 
ity of Scripture, in the exercise of that small share of 
reason which God has given me : nor will J postpone 
that authority, to that of all the good Fathers of the 
church, even with tbat of the good Mothers, added 
to it.” 








SELECTED. 


IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 
BY LORD BYRON, 


When coldness wraps the suffering clay, 

Ah, whither strays the IMMORTAL MIND: 
It cannot die, it cannot stay, 

But leaves its darkened dust behind. 
Then unembodied doth it trace 

By steps each plannet’s heavenly way, 
Or fill at once the realms of space, 

A thing of eyes that all survey? 


Eternal, boundless, undecayed, 
A thought unseen, but seeing all ; 
All—all in earth or skies displayed, 
Shall it survey, shall it recall: 
Each fainter trace that memory holds, 
So darkly, of departed years, 
In one broad glance the sout beholds, 
And all that was, at once appears. 


Before Creation peopled earth, 
Its eyes shall roll through chaos back: 

And where the furthest heaven had birth, 
The Spirit trace its rising track ; 

And where the FUTURE mars or makes, 
Its glance dilate o’er all, to be, 

While sun is quenched or system bieaks, 
Fixed in its own eternity. 


Above all love, hope, hate or fear, 
It lives all passionless and pure ; 
An age shall fleet like earthly year— 
Its years as moments shal! endure. 
Away, away, without a wing, 
O’er all, through all, its thoughts shall fiy, 
A nameless and eterna! thing — 
Forgetting what it was to die! 





MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 

On Sunday morning last, at St. Paul’s Church, by 
Rey. Dr. Jarvis, Mr. Thomas Burdine to Miss Eliza 
beth Richards. 


Mr. Fdward H. Weaver, of Boston, to Mrs. Sophia 
Adams, of Charlestown. 





DIED IN THIS CITY, 


On the 14th inst. Miss Mary B. Coombs, aged 18 
years, daughter of Capt. Reuben Coombs. 

In Cambridgeport, Caroline Frances, youngest child 
of Mr. Joseph Dame, aged 16 months. 
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A SERMON ON THE RESURRECTION. 

(rJUST received at this Office, for Sale, A SFER- 
MON, from 1 Cor. xv. 37, 38, ‘* And that which thon 
sou~ st thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare 
grain, it may chance of wheat or some other grain : but 
God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to evry 
seed his own body.” By Revy.Joun Brooks. Price 10 
cents single. ’ 
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HENRY BOWEN. 
July 23, 1825. 
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